
 

 
 

The Undulating Role of Federal 

Judges in Sentencing 
 

     

A conversation with the Honorable Sidney H. Stein, United States District Court Judge, 

Southern District of New York, about the changing degree of discretion given to federal 

trial judges in sentencing criminal defendants and the accompanying institutional tensions 

between the three branches of government.  Judge Stein's lecture is sponsored by the 

Institute for the Study of the Judiciary, Politics and the Media. 
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