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Although the United States Supreme Court 

attracts the lion’s share of public attention 

and political criticism, the fact is that only a 

tiny fraction of federal cases make it onto 

the high court’s docket each year. On a large 

number of pressing disputes, it is the lower 

federal courts that have the final word. 

What role does politics play in determining 

who sits on the lower federal courts and how 

decisions on these courts are made? Should 

we be more concerned about the partisan 

preferences that shape those legal issues the 

U.S. Supreme Court does not consider?


